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The Second Sunday in Advent
Welcome 

Opening Hymn, “Prepare the Way, O Zion”
Frans Mikael Franzen, Charles B. Price

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near.  Let every hill and valley a level 
way appear.  Greet One who comes in glory foretold in sacred story.

Chorus O blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy Name.

He brings God’s rule, O Zion, He comes from Heaven above.  His rule is peace and 
freedom and justice, truth and love.  Lift high your praise resounding for grace and joy 
abounding. (Chorus)

Fling wide your gates, O Zion, your Savior’s rule embrace.  His tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place.  All lands will bow before Him, their voices will adore Him. 
(Chorus)

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – The candles of Hope and Peace are lit

All Lord of all peace, without You there is no hope for peace for the world.  
We pray that You will bring true peace to our world and our community.   Amen.

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.
Celebrant The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it:
People Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad.
Celebrant Our help is in the name of the Lord:
People Who made heaven and earth.
Celebrant I was glad when they said to me:
People Let us go to the house of the Lord.
Celebrant Praise the Lord.
People The name of the Lord be praised.

All Almighty God, You bring to light things hidden in darkness, and know
the shadows of our hearts; cleanse and renew us by Your Spirit, that we may walk in
the light and glorify Your name, through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.  
Amen.
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Celebrant Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first and great commandment is this: 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.  
The second is this:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment 
greater than these.

People Amen.  Lord have mercy and write these laws in our
hearts, we pray.

Celebrant Glory to the Father.
People Glory to the Son.
Celebrant  Glory to the Spirit.
People  Forever Three in One.
Celebrant  Be glorified at home.
People Be glorified in church.
Celebrant   Be glorified in Texas.
People  Be glorified in the United States.
Celebrant  Be glorified on earth.
People Be glorified in heaven.
Celebrant   Glory to the Father.
People Glory to the Son.
Celebrant Glory to the Spirit.
People  Forever Three in One.
Celebrant   Alleluia!     People Amen.

The Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us 
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the 
comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The First Reading, Isaiah 40:1-11.  As the prophet Isaiah urges the people of Israel, 
may we too prepare the way of the Lord, throwing out those things that weigh us 
down, distract us, and make us sleepy.  A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:

40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received 
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.  3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
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4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  5 And the glory of the LORD 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.”  6 A voice says, “Cry!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and 
all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  7 The grass withers, the flower fades when 
the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass.  8 The grass withers, the
flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.  9 Go on up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  
10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  11 He will tend his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young.  (ESV)

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Alleluia! Praise be to God.

Psalm 85 Let us read this psalm responsively by half verse.

1 Lord, you have been gracious to your land; *   
you have turned away the captivity of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the offence of your people * 
and covered all their sins.

3 You have taken away all your displeasure *
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior, * 
and let your anger cease from us.

5 Will you be displeased at us for ever, *
and will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another?

6 Will you not turn again and quicken us, * 
that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *
and grant us your salvation.

8 I will hearken to what the Lord God will say, *
for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to his saints, that they turn
not again.

9 For his salvation is near to those who fear him, * 
that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *     
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall flourish out of the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

3



12 Indeed, the Lord shall show goodness, * 
and our land shall give its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and he shall direct his going in the way.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Alleluia! Praise be to God.

The Second Reading, 2 Peter 3:8-18.  The coming of the Lord is not a predictable 
moment allowing us to procrastinate; it is the culmination of living each day and each 
moment with faithfulness.  A reading from the Second Letter of Peter:

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  11 Since 
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies 
will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you are 
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also 
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters.  There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the
other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you 
are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  (ESV)

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Alleluia! Praise be to God.

Sequence Song, “Ancient Words”                                     Lynn De Shazo

Ancient words, ever true, changing me, changing you; we have come with open 
hearts, O let the ancient words impart. (2x)

Celebrant We stand to hear the good news of our salvation, as it is written in the 
Gospel according to St. Mark chapter 1 beginning to read at verse 1.
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The Gospel, Mark 1:1-8. 

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2 As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 
your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me 
comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”  (ESV)

Celebrant This is the Gospel of Christ.
People Alleluia!  Praise be to Christ our Savior.
Sequence Song, “Ancient Words” Lynn DeShazo

Ancient words, ever true, changing me, changing you; we have come with open 
hearts, O let the ancient words impart.  Ancient words, ever true, changing me, 
changing you; we have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart.  We 
have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart.  O let the ancient words 
impart. 

Sermon The Rev. Dr. Chuck Thebeau

The Nicene Creed

Celebrant  We stand together with Christians throughout the centuries, and 
throughout the world today, to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

All     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He 
became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake He was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered, died, and was buried. On the third day 
He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayer Intercessions

Celebrant  Come, long-expected Jesus. Receive our prayer as part of our service to
the Lord who enlists us in His own work for Love.  Come, long-expected Jesus. 

Psalmist  Heavenly Father, we come with thanksgiving for the lives You have 
given us, redeemed, and sustained through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Spirit to guide
us as we pray in this Advent season. 

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist Father, we pray for Your holy Church; that we all may be
one in Christ.  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 
You; that Your Name may be glorified by everyone.  We pray for all bishops, priests 
and deacons; especially Foley, our Archbishop; and Clark, our Bishop; that they may 
be faithful ministers of Your word and sacraments.  Give them strength to do Your will
in all that they undertake and that they may be blessed in all their works.  

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist Strengthen your Church for her witness and work in the world.  Today 
we lift up Good Shepherd Anglican Church, Dripping Springs, TX.  We ask your 
anointing upon Archbishop Lamido, Kaduna, Nigeria; and the Fellowship of 
Confessing Anglicans around the world.  We especially pray that you would empower 
our sister parish, Christ Church Jerusalem, as an instrument for your peace in 
Jerusalem, Israel, and the Middle East.

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist Come into our hearts, repair the brokenness of sin, heal the wounds of 
mind and spirit, comfort the sick and grieving, warm the cold-hearted, fill the lonely 
and empty. 

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 
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Psalmist Come into our homes, make them places of grace, places of forgiveness,
places of safety, places of joy, and places of peace. 

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist Come to all those who protect us; our Armed Forces and first responders
and fill them with a sense of Your ever abiding presence.
Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist Come to those at the center of our government and fill them with 
wisdom, justice and truth as they lead our great nation.

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist  We pray for the little children and babies: born and unborn, that their 
tender lives may be protected and their rights guarded.

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Psalmist We praise You and thank You for Your bountiful blessings You so 
freely give. We beseech You to move Your people to support and complete Your 
glorious City on the Hill. May we be a beacon that shines from the top of this hill not 
only throughout New Braunfels but Texas and the world.  

Psalmist With love we pray.
People Come, Emmanuel, come. 

Celebrant Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us a faith responsive to the 
Father's Gift. Excite in us the hope of Your coming. Excite in us Your love for the 
world.  In the name of our Coming King, Jesus. Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Celebrant Hear the words of challenge and comfort our Savior Christ says to all 
who follow him. If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses 
his life for My sake will save it. (Luke 9:23-24)

Come to me all of you who are tired of carrying your heavy loads, and I will give you 
rest.  (Matthew 11:28)
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So, all of you who repent of your sins, who love your neighbors and intend to lead a new 
life, following the way of Jesus, come with faith and take this holy sacrament to 
strengthen you.  Let us reverently confess our sins to Almighty God.

All   Almighty God, creator of all, You marvelously made us in Your image;
but we have corrupted ourselves and damaged Your likeness by rejecting Your love 
and hurting our neighbors. We have done wrong and neglected to do right. We are 
sincerely sorry and heartily repent of our sins. Cleanse us and forgive us by the 
sacrifice of Your Son; remake us and lead us by Your Spirit, the Comforter. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Celebrant   Almighty God, whose steadfast love is as great as the heavens are high 
above the earth, remove your sins from you as far as the east is from the west, 
strengthen your life in His kingdom and keep you upright to the last day; through Jesus
Christ our merciful High Priest.  Amen.

All   Thank you Father, for forgiveness; we come to Your table as Your 
children, not presuming but assured, not trusting ourselves but Your Word; we 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, and ask for our hearts to be satisfied with the 
body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ the righteous.  Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Song, “Hope Is Here”
Dan Macaulay

Joy to the world the Lord is come.  Let earth receive her King.  Let every heart prepare
Him room.

Chorus Heaven and nature singing He is our new beginning.  Can you hear? Hope
is here.  Joy in a Baby’s birth, Heaven is flooding earth.  And God is near Hope is here.

Joy to the world the Savior reigns; let me their songs employ.  He comes to make His 
blessings flow.  (Chorus) 

Bridge And the wonders of His love are on display.  That the King would come 
for us; this changes everything.  (Chorus)
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Doxology

All sing Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here 
below, praise Him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant    Is the Father with us?
People        He is.
Celebrant    Is Christ among us?
People        He is.
Celebrant    Is the Spirit here?
People        He is.
Celebrant    This is our God.
People        Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.
Celebrant    We are His people.
People        We are redeemed.
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts.
People        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People        It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Celebrant   It is right and our delight to give You thanks and praise, great Father, 
living God, supreme over the world.  Creator, Provider, Savior and Giver.  From a 
wandering nomad You created Your family; for a burdened 
people You raised up a leader; for a confused nation You chose a king; for a rebellious 
crowd You sent Your prophets.

In these last days You have sent us Your Son, Your perfect image, bringing Your 
kingdom, revealing Your will, dying, rising, reigning, remaking Your people for 
Yourself.  Through Him You have poured out Your Holy Spirit, filling us with light 
and life.

Because you sent Your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in Him of everlasting life; that when He shall come again in power and great 
glory to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold His 
appearing.

Therefore with angels, archangels, faithful ancestors and all in heaven, we proclaim 
Your great and glorious name, forever praising You and singing:
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“Sanctus”
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of Your glory.  (2x)
Men sing:  Holy, Holy, Holy…
Ladies sing:  Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. (2x)
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of Your glory.              People remain standing

Celebrant Almighty God, owner of all things, we thank You for giving up Your 
Son to die on the cross for us who owe You everything.  Pour Your refreshing Spirit 
on us as we remember Him in the way He commanded, through these gifts of Your 
creation.

On the same night that He was betrayed He took bread and gave You thanks; He broke
it and gave it to His disciples, saying, take, eat, this is My body which is given for 
You; Do this in remembrance of Me.

People    Amen.  His body was broken for us.

Celebrant   In the same way, after supper He took the cup and gave You thanks; He 
gave it to them saying: Drink this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.

People Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

Celebrant  We are brothers and sisters through His blood.

People  We have died together, we will rise together, 
                we will live together.

Therefore, heavenly Father, hear us as we celebrate this covenant with joy, and await 
the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. He died in our place, making a full atonement 
for the sins of the whole world, the perfect sacrifice, once and for all.

You accepted His offering by raising Him from death, and granting Him great honor at
Your right hand on high. 

People Amen. Jesus is Lord.

Celebrant This is the feast of victory!

People The Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia!
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The Communion

Celebrant    As our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray: 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.  Amen.

Celebrant  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

People Though we are many we are one body, for we 
               all share one bread.

Celebrant The cup of blessing which we bless,

People  is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

Celebrant  Draw near with faith and receive.

People  Christ is the host and we are His guests.

Celebrant Christ is alive forever.

People   We are because He is.

The celebrant then holds the bread and the wine and declares to the people:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for you, to preserve 
your body and soul unto eternal life.  Take this in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on Him in your hearts, by faith, and with thanksgiving.

“Mystery”
Charlie Hall

Sweet Jesus Christ my sanity.  Sweet Jesus Christ my clarity.  Bread of Heaven broken
for me.  Cup of salvation held out to drink.  Jesus mystery.

Chorus Christ has died and Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Bridge Celebrate His death and rising.  Lift your eyes proclaim His coming.  
Celebrate His death and rising.  Lift your eyes, lift your eyes.
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Communion Songs

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
John M. Neale, Thomas Helmore

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile 
here, until the Son of God appear.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; disperse 
the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  (Refrain)

O come Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh.  To us the path 
of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. (Refrain)

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; bid Thou our sad 
divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of Peace. (Refrain)

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Charles Wesley, Rowland H. Pritchard

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins 
release us, let us find our rest in Thee.  Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the
earth Thou art;  dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, 
now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  By Thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts 
alone; by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

“Here I am to Worship”
Tim Hughes

Light of the world You stepped down into darkness.  Opened my eyes let me see the 
beauty that makes this heart adore You.  Hope of a life spent with You.

Chorus Here I am to worship.  Here I am to bow down.  Here I am to say that 
You’re my God.  You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to 
me.

King of all days, all so highly exalted; glorious in Heaven above; humbly You came to 
the earth You created.  All for love’s sake became poor.  (Chorus)

Bridge: And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  
(Chorus)
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, eternal Father, we have sat at Your feet, learned from Your word, 
and eaten from Your table.  We give You thanks and praise for accepting us into 
Your family.  Send us out with Your blessing, to live and to witness for You in the 
power of Your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, the First Born from the dead.  Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
Charles Coffin, Charles Winfred Douglas

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh.  Awake and 
hearken for He brings glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin.  Make straight the way for God within and let 
each heart prepare a home where such a mighty Guest may come.

For Thou art our salvation Lord our refuge and our great reward.  Without Thy grace 
we waste away like flow’rs that wither and decay.

All praise eternal Son to Thee whose advent doth Thy people free.  Whom with the 
Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore.

Celebrant  Words of dismissal.
All    Praise be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
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